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Instructions to Authors  
 
 
Submission and examination of manuscripts 
 
Authors are encouraged to contact the Managing Editor by e-mail before submitting a ready manuscript, 
briefly describing intended title, character of the paper and approximate length. If no reply is obtained 
within a week, please repeat the mail; there have recently been some cases of junk mail filters mistakenly 
weeding out legitimate communications. 
 
Manuscripts should be submitted in formats well compatible with Microsoft Word. Graphics should 
preferably be in .pdf  or .jpg format 
 
After initial clearance by one of the editors, manuscripts will normally be reviewed by at least two two 
referees, one of whom is usually drawn from a Nordic country and the others from outside the Nordic 
region. Current and recent employees of SLU may not act as formal referees but will be consulted in 
cases where their special competence is required.  
 
Authors are strongly advised to contact the Managing Editor before preparing final versions of the 
diagrams. General requirements concerning the use of symbols and lettering are set out below. 
Diagrams which do not conform to the requirements must be revised, before they will be considered for 
publication.  
 
 
Preparation of manuscripts  
 
Two main categories of manuscript may be submitted, in slightly different formats:  
 
(A) Original research papers  
(B) Review and synthesis papers  
 
(A) Original research papers  
Manuscripts reporting original research should be laid out in the following order:  
 
Title page  
Abstract with keywords 
Introduction  
Materials & Methods  
Results  
Discussion  
Conclusions  
References  
Acknowledgements  
Appendices – text (must be well organised and concise)  
Figure texts, Table texts, Photo texts (outside frames or picture) - all in one file 
 
Tables, graphs, drawings in separate files, unless Word file format is used. In that case, last in the main file. 
  
The stylesheet provides four, typographically distinct, levels of heading. Do not use numbered headings and 
subheadings, but specify (in brackets) what level each heading should have. Do not underline any part of the 
text: use the word-processor’s italic style instead. Do not use hyperlinks.  
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Details of contents and layout  
 
TITLE PAGE  
This must contain the name(s) of the author(s). The title must be brief and informative; it should not give 
authorities for scientific names.  
 
ABSTRACT  
The Abstract must not exceed 250 words; it must be self-explanatory without reference to the text; it 
should state the aims of the work, the methods used and the main results and conclusions. At least six, 
at most ten, keywords should be given, to facilitate retrieval. The keywords should not repeat words in 
the title or in the Abstract. Give the name(s) and address(es) of the author(s). Where there is more than 
one author, the author responsible for correspondence must be indicated and his or her E-mail address 
provided.  
 
INTRODUCTION  
The Introduction gives essential background to the work, states why it was done and what its aims were, 
and outlines the hypothesis or hypotheses on which it was based. Major issues raised in the Discussion 
should be presented in the introduction. 
 
MATERIALS & METHODS  
This states where, and with what materials, the work was done. It must provide enough detail to enable 
the critical reader to repeat the experiments or observations. The statistical methods used, including 
sources of statistics packages, must be given here.  
 
RESULTS  
This section states the main results of the study, in the form of simple, declarative sentences, and 
provides cross-references to tables and figures for details. No reference should be made to other 
workers’ results in this section.  
 
DISCUSSION  
In this section, the significance of the results in relation to the aims of the study is discussed, and the 
results are placed in the context of other published work. Note that issues raised in the Introduction 
should be fully developed in the discussion. 
 
In a longer article, it may be meaningful to organize the material in several sections, each with a specific 
M&M, Results and Discussion, combining a General Discussion and Conclusions in order to sum up the 
entire paper. 
 
CONCLUSIONS  
The main conclusions to be drawn from the study are stated here, and implications for future work 
indicated. May be incorporated in the Discussion.  
 
REFERENCES  
The reference list may cite published references only, and must conform to the Harvard System of 
citation (see below). The names of periodicals should be given in full. Recent issues of Studia Forestalia 
Suecica should be consulted for examples.  
 
ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS  
Briefly acknowledge support from funds, institutions and persons. May not exceed five lines of text.  
 
 
 

 3



(B) Review and synthesis papers  
Such papers need not conform in detail to the outline above, but must be organised into appropriate 
sections, which in general follow the pattern Introduction, Review of the subject, Discussion, References, 
Acknowledgements. Illustrations, tables, etc., should be treated as in (A) above.  
 
Manuscripts which do not belong to the two categories indicated here, should be submitted only after 
prior consultation with the Editors. 
 
 
Technical specifications  
 
LANGUAGE  
The spelling of English words should conform to the Advanced Learner’s Dictionary of Current English 
(Oxford; recent editions). Before submitting a manuscript, the author must ensure that spelling, 
punctuation and usage have been checked by a competent linguist, preferably one whose native 
language is English. The Editors reserve the right to return for correction those manuscripts which do not 
meet the required standards, before sending them to a referee. Extensive linguistic revision is not the 
responsibility of the Editors. 
 
RUNNING TEXT  
Follow the style sheet. DO NOT include graphs, tables and photos in the text; only indicate desired place 
in relation to text content. 
 
GRAPHS AND LINE DRAWINGS  
These must be produced for reproduction to a final width of 72 or 150 mm, confirming with the page 
layout. Larger diagrams can be included as appendices, in the same file. No links to external sources are 
allowed. Line graphs and scatter diagrams should be drawn with a complete frame with tick-marks on the 
inside. The axes must be offset as necessary to ensure legibility. As publishing is electronic, any colours 
could be used, but the authors should keep in mind that readers may be using photo copies in black-and-
white.  
 
The size and style of lettering used in illustrations must be chosen so that the final height of the smallest 
letters and figures is not less than 1.5 mm; all lettering must be fully legible after reduction of the 
illustration to its final size.  
 
The same applies to symbols used in graphs and diagrams. Where possible, line thickness in diagrams 
should be chosen so that axes, etc., are still clearly visible after reduction to the final scale (3 pixels wide 
is suitable for 50% reduction).  
 
PHOTOGRAPHS  
Should be provided as high resolution .jpg or .tif files, indicating desired final size. Always send as 
separate files. 
 
TABLES  
Keep tables to a minimum, and design them as simply as possible. As a rule, they should be no wider 
than a double column (150 mm), i.e. ‘lying’ tables should be avoided. Where text or an illustration can 
replace a table, this is to be preferred. Tables and illustrations must not duplicate the same material.  
 
Details of the preferred layout of tables are given in the stylesheet. Each table must be on a separate 
page. Three horizontal rules only are permitted: one above the table head, one below it and one at the 
foot of the table. Do not use colour or shades in any part of the table.  
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Footnotes belonging to a table are indicated by superscript letters a) b) c), etc., and are shown below the 
base rule.  
 
The table number must be given above the table. All table texts should be included in the electronic 
version. An example of a table text is given in the stylesheet.  
 
SCIENTIFIC NAMES  
Scientific names (genus + species) should be italicised in the text, and be given in full, including the 
authority, at the first mention. Thereafter, the name of the genus may be abbreviated, unless this would 
cause confusion. Where unambiguous English names exist (e.g. Scots pine for Pinus sylvestris (L.)), they 
may replace the scientific (Latin) name after its first occurrence in full in the text. The English name is not 
italicised.  
 
REFERENCES  
Only works cited in the text may appear in the reference list. Works which have not been published, and 
which cannot be retrieved by ordinary bibliographic means, may not be cited as references; the form 
‘Personal communication’ may, however, be used sparingly when no published reference is available. 
Any reference with an ISSN or ISBN code is regarded as published for the present purpose.  
 
Citations in the text must conform to the Harvard System (name + year), and be of the form ‘... reported 
by Bloggs (1968) ...’, ‘... has been reported from Sweden (Bloggs, 1968) ...’. Where several authors are 
cited, the form ‘... Bloggs, 1968; Black, 1971; White, 1985) ...’ should be used. When there are two 
authors, the citation should be in the form ‘… Black & White (1990)’, i.e. the names are united by an 
ampersand (&).  
 
For references with three or more authors, the names of all authors must be given at the first citation in 
the text. Thereafter, the reference should be abbreviated to the name of the first author, followed by ‘et 
al.’, thus ‘Bloggs, Black & White (1987)’ becomes ‘Bloggs et al. (1987)’. The names of all authors of a 
paper must be included in the reference list.  
 
The use of punctuation in references is illustrated in the stylesheet. For further examples, see recent 
issues of Studia Forestalia Suecica. 
 
 
 
Information  
 
Stylesheets  
Word 6.0 or later  http://www-umea.slu.se/bibum/studia/sfstyl09.doc  
 
Managing Editor  jan-erik.nylund@sprod.slu.se  
Jan-Erik Nylund  
Dept. of Forest Products,  
Box 7008,  
SE-750 07 Uppsala, Sweden.  
 
Editor Umeå  Erik.Valinger@ssko.slu.se  
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